Taghout 


The meaning given to Taghout by many people is "stones", "idols", 
"shaytan" or "shrines". While this is true, it's a restricting explanation 
and not the entire meaning of taghout. 

The real meaning of taghout is more comprehensive. 

In the literal meaning, the word 'Taghout' derives from the verb 'Tagha' 
which means 'to exceed the proper bounds or limits.' 

Allah (swt) states: 

"Verily when the water rose beyond its limits (Tagha) (Nuh's flood). We 
carried you (mankind) in the floating (ship)." [A1 Haqqa 69:11] 

In Shariah, the definition of 'Taghout' is 'anyone who exceeds the proper 
limits by ascribing to himself any of the rights of Allah (swt) and makes 
himself a partner with Allah (swt)', he makes himself a false god / deity. 

Allah (swt) says: 

"Go to Fir'aun; verily, he has transgressed all bounds (Tagha) (in crimes, sins, 
polytheism, disbelief)." [An-Naz'iat 79:17] 

In other words a Taghout is any one who ascribes to himself one of the acts of 
Allah (swt), such as creation, provision or legislation or ascribes to himself 
any of the attributes of Allah (swt) which exclusively belongs to Allah, such 
as knowledge of the ghayb (unseen). A person may also become a Taghout if 
he/she allows certain acts of worship to be directed to him/her (acts such as 
invocation, offering, sacrifice or legislation etc). So anyone who ascribes to 
himself any of the above acts of worship- he has become a Taghout and a 
partner with Allah (swt), i.e. a false god / deity. 

This word is used for everything; singular, plural, male or female. 
Example of the singular usage is this ayah: 

"Their (real) wish is to resort together for judgment (in their disputes) to 
the taghout, though they were ordered to reject him." (an-Nisa 4/60) 



Example of the plural usage is this ayah: 

"Of those who reject faith the patrons are the taghouts: from light they 
will lead them forth into the depths of darkness." (al-Baqara 2/257) 

Example of female usage is this ayah: 

"Those who eschew taghout..." (az-Zumar 39/17) 

'Umar Ibnul-Khattaab (ra) said: "The Taghout is Shaytaan." [Related by at- 
Tabari in Jaami'ul-Bayaan 'an-Ta'weelil-Qur'an (no. 5834), al-Haafidh Ibn 
Hajr said in Fathul-Baari (8/251), "Its chain of narrators is strong."] 

Jaabir (ra) said: "The Taghout are the soothsayers and fortune-tellers upon 
whom the devils descend." [Related by at-Tabari in his Tafseer (no. 5845)1 

Imaam Maalik (rh) said: "Taghout is that which is worshipped besides Allah." 

[Related by as-Suyuti in ad-Durarul-Manthoor (2/22), by way of Ibn Abi 
Haatim] 

According to the opinion from Jawhari taghut is: soothsayer, shay tan 
and the head of all (those) deviated. 

According to Wahidi: 'Everything which is worshipped other than Allah 
(swt) is taghout.' 

According to Ibni Abbas (ra): 'The Jibt are the idols and taghout are 
those who serve them. It is because they divert the people, by inventing 
lies in the name of them.’ 

According to another opinion of Ibn Abbas (ra): 'Jibt is soothsayer and, 
taghout is magician.’ 

Imaam Ibnul-Qayyim has given a very comprehensive definition, so he said, 
"The Taghout is all that which causes the person to exceed the limits with 
regards to that which is worshipped, followed, or obeyed. So the Taghout in 
any nation is whosoever turns to other than Allah and His Messenger for 
matters of judgement; or is pleased to be worshipped besides Allah; or is 
followed without a clear proof from Allah; or is obeyed in that which is 
known to be disobedience to Allah." [I'laamul-Muwaqqi'een (1/53)] 

Muhammad bin Abdul Wahab commented, "Taghout generally is anything 
that is worshipped besides Allah (swt) and is pleased (happy) with such 
worship including the one who is worshipped, followed or obeyed besides 
Allah (swt); these are all Taghout." 

Ibn Taymiyyah commented, "If a person who is worshipped besides Allah 


(swt) does not reject such a status then he becomes a Taghout. The Prophet 
(saw) labeled the idols Tawagheet in a Sahih Hadith when he (saw) said, 'The 
one who follows the worshippers of Tawagheet will follow the Tawagheet (in 
the Hereafter).' The one who is obeyed in transgressing Allah's (swt) order, 
or the one who is obeyed in a matter which is not based upon the guidance 
but acceptable to the people, if it contravenes the order of Allah (swt) then he 
is a Taghout. For this reason those people who arbitrate using other than the 
Quran are called Taghout. And Allah (swt) also called Firaoun and the 
people of Aa'd Tughat." (Fatawa 28/200) 

Sayyid Qutb said in 'In the Shade of the Quran' regarding the verse, 'some 
He transformed into apes and swine and those who worshipped Taghout,' 

(Al-Maida 5/60) 

"The Taghout is any authority that contravenes the ruling of Allah (swt); and 
any judgement that is not based upon the Shariah of Allah (swt). Any 
onslaught against the Uluhiyyah (divinity) or Hakimiyyah (right to rule and 
judge) of Allah (swt) is the worst type of assault and the most evil Tughyan. 
Such types of actions enter fully under the definition of Taghout by word and 
meaning. The Jews and Christians (Ahlul-Kitab) never physically 
worshipped their Priests and Monks; however they followed their 
judgements and laws instead of the law of Allah (swt) yet Allah (swt) called 
them Mushrikin (polytheists). They are worshippers of Taghout meaning that 
they follow an authority that went beyond its boundaries. They do not 
worship it by the meaning of making prostration or bowing towards it; 
however they are worshipping them by the meaning of following and 
obedience. Such type of actions remove one from the worship of Allah (swt) 
and subsequently even from the Din (religion) of Allah (swt)." 

According to Lays, Abu Ubayd, Kisai, Wahidi and the majority of the 
scholars, the linguistic meaning of taghout is everything which is 
worshipped other than Allah (swt). 

Ibn Kathir says about this opinion: ’This is really a strong (good) 
opinion. Because this opinion includes the entire people of the 
jahiliyyah, and things that they were taking as judges and those they 
were requesting help from." 

One of the salaf said about the ayah: "Their (real) wish is to resort 
together for judgment (in their disputes) to the taghout..." (Nisa 4/60) 
This is the Jew Kab b. Ashraf. Another said: ’That is Huyay b. Ahtab.’ It 
is because these two were the leaders of the deviation; they earned this 
name. It is because they exaggerated in rage, cheated the people and 
haw ensured that the Jews obey them in the reference to revolting 
against Allah (swt). Therefore whoever carries these characteristics on 
him is a taghout. 


Ibni Kathir said about the ayah: "...Their (real) wish is to resort together 
for judgment (in their disputes) to the taghout..." (Nisa 4/60) 'This ayah 
was revealed over those, who wanted to take Kab b. Ashraf as a judge or 
to those who wanted to appeal to the courts of the jahiliyyah.' 

While explaining similar things he said: 'The ayah is general regarding 
the judgment (it establishes). It refers all of these. It is because it 
criticizes everyone, who deviates from the straight line of the Book and 
the Sunnah. Therefore what is meant with the term taghout is; the courts 
other than the book (Qur'an) and the sunnah.’ 

As a conclusion drawn from these; the name taghout comprises 
everything which is known as a mabud other than Allah (swt). It even 
comprises all of those leaders of dalalah (deviation) who calls to it and 
finds it good, those who want to be judged with the rulings of jahiliyyah 
which are opposite to the ruling of Allah (awj) and RasulAllah (saw), 
those soothsayers, magicians, those who wait the idols and shrines, 
those guarding it, shrine keepers, those who puts doubts in to the minds 
while telling others that 'the person who is in this shrine or grave can be 
of help to whoever comes and requests help from him'; in short it 
includes every liar who deviates people. The base and the biggest of all 
of these is the shaytan. This is the biggest taghout. 

In his work on the taghout "Ma'anaa at-Taghout", the description 
Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab gives to the taghout is as follows: 

"The meaning of Taghut 

Section One: Mankind's First Obligation: 

Know, may Allah have mercy on you, that the first thing Allah obligated 
on the Son of Adam is to reject the Taghut and believe in Allah. The 
proof for this is Allah's saying: "And We have indeed sent to every 
nation a messenger (saying to his people): 'Worship Allah alone and 
avoid the Taghut." (Nahl 16/36) 

Section Two: The Meaning of Rejecting the Taghut and Believing in 
Allah: 

As for the description of Rejecting the Taghut, then it is that you believe 
in the invalidity of worshipping other than Allah, and that you abandon 
doing so and hate it, and that you declare takfir upon and make enmity 
with those who do it. 




And as for the meaning of Believing in Allah, then it is that you believe 
that Allah is the only true God who deserves to be worshipped alone, 
apart from everything else besides Him. And it is that you make all 
types of worship - every act - sincerely for Allah alone, while negating 
and rejecting that from everything else that is worshipped besides Him. 
It also entails that you love and show friendship to the people of Ikhlas 
(i.e. Islam), while hating and showing enmity to the people of shirk. 

This is the Deen (Religion) of Ibrahim, of which those who turn away 
from it only fool themselves. And this is the good example that Allah 
informs us of in His saying: 'There has indeed been an excellent 
example for you in Ibrahim and those with him, when they said to their 
people: 'Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship besides 
Allah. We have rejected you and there has commenced between us and 
you, enmity and hatred forever, until you believe in Allah alone.'" 
(Mumtahanah 60/4) 


Section Three: The Meaning of Taghut and the Heads of its Categories 

The word Taghut is general. So everything that is worshipped besides 
Allah, while being pleased with this worship - whether it is something 
worshipped, someone followed, or someone obeyed in the absence of 
obedience to Allah and His Messenger, then that is considered Taghut. 
The Tawaghit (pi. of Taghut) are many, but their heads are five: 

The First: The Shaytan (Devil) who calls the people to worship other 
than Allah. 

The proof for this is Allah's saying: "Did I not command you O children 
of Adam, that you should not worship the Devil. Verily, he is a plain 
enemy to you." (YaSin 36/60) 


The Second: The tyrannical and oppressive ruler who changes Allah's 
rulings. 

The proof for this is Allah's saying: "Have you not seen those who claim 
to have faith in that which has been revealed to you, and that which was 
revealed before you, and they wish to go for judgement (in their 
disputes) to the Taghut, when they have been ordered to reject them? 
But the Devil wishes to lead them far astray." (Nisa 4/60) 





The Third: The one who judges by other than what Allah has revealed. 


And the proof for this is Allah's saying: "And whoever does not judge 
by what Allah has revealed, then they are the disbelievers." (Ma'idah 
5/44) 

The Fourth: The one who claims to have knowledge of the Unseen, apart 
from Allah. 

The proof for this is Allah's saying: "He alone is the All-Knower of the 
Unseen, and He does not disclose His Unseen matters to anyone. Except 
to a messenger whom He has chosen, and then He makes a band of 
watching guards (angels) to march before him and behind him." (Jinn: 
72: 26-27) 

And He says: "And with Him lie the keys to the Unseen, no one knows 
them but He. And He knows whatever there is in the land and in the 
sea; not a leaf falls except that He knows about it. There is not a grain in 
the darkness of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry, but that it is written 
in a Clear Record." (An'am 6/59) 

The Fifth: The one who is worshipped apart from Allah, while being 
pleased with being worshipped. 

The proof for this is Allah's saying: "And whoever amongst them says: 
'Verily, I am a God besides Him (Allah)', then this person's recompense 
will be the Hellfire. That is the way We recompense the wrongdoers." 
(Anbiya 21/29) 


Section Four: Disbelieving in the Taghut is a Condition for the 
Correctness of Faith 

And know that man will never become a believer in Allah unless he 
rejects and disbelieves in the Taghut. The proof for this is Allah's saying: 
"There is no compulsion in the Religion. Verily, the right path has 
become distinct from the wrong path. So whoever disbelieves in the 
Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has taken hold of the firmest 
handhold that will never break. And Allah is the All-Hearer, the All- 
Knower. " (Baqarah 2/256) 

The "right path" here refers to the Religion of Muhammad (may the 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), while the "wrong path" 
refers to the Religion of Abu Jahl. The "firmest handhold" refers to the 






testimony that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah (Laa 
ilaaha illAllah). This testimony consists of a negation and an affirmation. 
It negates all types of worship from those worshipped besides Allah, 
while affirming all types of worship done for Allah alone, free from any 
partner." (Mana at-Taghut, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab) 

Muhammad Hamid al Fiqhi said: 

"From the words of the salaf scholars we understand that: Taghut is the one 
who is preventing and reffering to other directions than worshiping Allah 
(swt), being sincere in deen, obeying Allah and His Messenger. This can be 
shayatin from the jinn and people, as well as it can be a tree, a stone and other 
things. Every man-made law which is opposing the Islamic Shariah, every 
law made to judge human blood, goods and chastity, every law which 
lifts / removes the punishments of Allahs Sharia, every law which cancels the 
prohibition of interest (riba), adultery, fornication (zina) and alcol is a taghut. 
Actually every single rule of these is itself a tagut. In the same way, every 
book written to turn away from the haq (truth) and from the Sharia brought 
by Rasul Allah (saw), whatsoever the intention of the autor is, may he has 
written it knowingly or without knowledge, is a taghut." (Footnote in Fath ul 
Majid, p: 282, Dar'ul Kutub al Ilmiyya) 


Abdurrahman Abu Batin said: 

"Taghut is everything that is worshiped other than Allah, the leading ones in 
heresy, calling to superstitious and showing this as it is something good. 

At the same time are those who are judging between people with contrary 
laws to the laws of Allah and His Messenger, soothsayers, magicians, 
wizards, those who call people with fabricated and heretic tales to worship 
graves, the guards of the graves, the menials of the graves and the protecters 
of the graves taghut. The main taghut and the biggest one is shay tan. Shay tan 
is the biggest taghut. Allah knows best." (Ad-Durar as Saniya vol: 2 p: 103) 

Here is a short explanation of whom and what is / are the taghout of today's 
world: 

As easy as it is to recognize the taghout of today's world it is also as hard to 
recognize it because of its disguise. We can come across it hidden even under 
the umbrella of Islam. A Muslim must have baraa (disassociation) with the 
taghout and not wala (association). It must be kept in mind that the taghout 
never be named as Muslim or be given attributes of Allah. In order to apply 
restraining from and resistance to the taghout one must know, be familiar 
with and be able to recognize the taghout and its establishments. The 
following is a list of most common establishments, institutions, employees, 
leaders etc. of the taghout of today other than Shaytan: 

• The UN, United Nations; the largest known establishment of the taghut 
today. 


All states which take part and are members of the United Nations. 

The leaders of these states who make laws. 

All governments which make and assist in making their own laws; 
parliaments, members of parliaments, ministries etc. 

Everybody who makes a law or a sharia beside Allah. 

Every single law beside the law of Allah. 

Every government who makes laws and everybody who helps them in 
making laws; the parliaments, the councils, the members of 
parliaments, the ministers. 

The officials of these governments and states. 

The teachers of the schools of these governments and states. 

The political parties of these governments and states. 

All assistants and officials of these political parties. 

Those which assist and vote for such political parties. 

The lawyers, advocates who believe, consult, apply and seek the verdict 
of and judgment from the laws of these governments. 

The judges who judge on the basis of these laws and everybody who 
doesn't judge according to what Allah has revealed. 

The police and other officers that defend and enforce these laws. 

The military of these governments which fight on the basis of these 
laws, to defend and protect these governments. And everybody who 
joins this armies. 

The religious leaders who support and justify these laws. 

The wealthy elite who support help maintain, and contribute to these 
governments and all of its departments, branches, institutions, 
establishments etc. 

The propagators of these governments; who call upon the nation to 
support, obey, assist, have sympathy, care for... 

Everyone who support, obey, assist, care for, and have sympathy etc... 
for these governments regardless of whom or what they are. 

Those which make allegiance with the taghut against the Muslims. 
Those who do not takfir, who take as awliya and not have enmity to 
these people who show compassion, have sympathy, support, assist, 
aid, obey, follow etc. to these governments and all of its institutions. 
Whim and desires. 

The one who isn't loved for the sake of Allah, but for his sake. 

The one who isn't obeyed for the sake of Allah, but for his sake. 
Homeland and nationalism. 

Tribalism. 

Humanism. 

Community, public, populace. 

In same cases the majority. 

The Hague injustice court. 



Worshiped things like idols, cross, stones, eyes, cows, graves, shrines, 
pictures, animals etc. 

Democracy. 

Wizards. 

Oracles. 

The jew clerics (rabbis). 

The Christian clerics (pope, priests). 

The new world order. 

The NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization). 

Secret societies. 

The so-called islamic state in Iraq and Shaam (daesh, isis, isil) 

The FIFA (International Federation of Football Association) 

The medical mafia (the pharmacy industry) 

The Dajjal 

The groups and jamaats who calls themselves islamic groups. 



